JW Quinn ADR LLC
Mediation

◆

Arbitration

◆

Trial Consulting

JAMES W. QUINN is one of the most accomplished trial, arbitration, and mediation lawyers in the U.S. Known for his
judgment, thorough preparation, and ability to command the courtroom with penetrating cross-examination and logically
compelling arguments, Mr. Quinn has for more than 45 years served as counsel of choice for sophisticated clients facing highprofile, high-stakes, and international disputes.
Mr. Quinn spent his entire career at Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP, a premier international law firm based in New York City. At
Weil, he served for more than two decades as both head of the Firm’s 350-attorney Litigation Department and as a member of
the Firm’s Management Committee. Mr. Quinn practiced in all areas of complex litigation and alternative dispute resolution,
with particular emphasis on antitrust, securities, false advertising, sports, entertainment, patent, and related complex intellectual
property litigation. He also developed extensive experience serving as an arbitrator under, among others, ICC and AAA
International rules.
He was widely and continuously recognized by leading industry publications, including Chambers Global, Chambers USA, and
Legal 500 US, as one of the top commercial litigators and trial lawyers in the U.S. and internationally.
During his career, Mr. Quinn has participated in dozens of mediations as both an advocate and a mediator. In recent years, he
has successfully mediated several highly confidential, high-stakes disputes involving large multi-national companies. With his
extensive trial experience, he is uniquely qualified to assist parties in mediating and settling complex commercial disputes.

“A legendary
litigator.”
— Legal 500 US

Selected Trial Experience
■■ Exxon

Mobil v. SABIC – Co-lead trial counsel for Exxon
Mobil in a breach of contract suit against Saudi Basic
Industries Corporation (SABIC). Exxon claimed that SABIC
had overcharged Exxon in two joint venture agreements
concerning the technology responsible for petrochemical
products used in a variety of plastics products sold
worldwide. The trial was complicated by the fact that the
two contracts in question were both governed by unique
Saudi law principles, and therefore Saudi law would be
applied to the case. Mr. Quinn won every single count
against SABIC, and the jury awarded Exxon $416.8 million
in compensatory damages. This is one of the largest
verdicts in the United States in 2003 and the largest verdict
in a commercial case in the history of Delaware. Every
challenge that SABIC exercised through post-trial motions
was also defeated.

■■ Modi

Enterprises v. ESPN – Lead trial counsel in successful
defense of a $231 million claim brought by Modi against
various ESPN entities arising out of the launch of the ESPN
channel in India. After a two-week trial in New York State
Supreme Court, the jury rendered a complete defense
verdict for ESPN in the case in which Modi asserted claims
for breach of contract, misappropriation of trade secrets,
unfair competition and breach of fiduciary duty. ESPN also
won $1.8 million on its counterclaim, based on Modi’s
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Mr. Quinn is highly praised
as a “leading litigator in the
United States,” who is noted
as a “great strategic mind”
and a “real trial lawyer.”
— Chambers Global
failure to make payments during the last four months of the
parties’ contract. The Lawyer, a UK legal publication, cited
this case as one of New York’s biggest cases in 2004.
■■ McNeil

v. NFL – Lead trial counsel for the NFL players in
this historic dispute concerning the players’ challenge to the
antitrust player restrictions in the National Football League
(NFL). Mr. Quinn guaranteed that a fair jury was chosen for
his client after he cited a psychologist expert in sports fans
who had concluded that avid sports fans were unable to be
convinced that athletes had the right to sue for free agency
or higher salaries. Mr. Quinn was just as resourceful during
pretrial strategy as he was during jury selection. Due to the
dismissal of a previous antitrust suit, Mr. Quinn had the
players’ association disband, in order to thwart the
defendants’ accusations that the players already had a
union for a labor solution. After lengthy cross-examination
of witnesses and a three-month jury trial, Mr. Quinn
persuaded the jury to grant his eight players millions in
damages, which led to a $200 million damage settlement
with the players in the NFL, and true free agency for NFL
players for the first time in the history of the League.
re Vivendi Universal, S.A. Securities Litigation – Co-lead
trial counsel representing Vivendi in the largest shareholder
class action ever to go to trial, in which the plaintiffs alleged
that Vivendi violated federal securities laws by
misrepresenting or concealing material information about
its financial condition.
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The jury rejected all of plaintiff’s claims and rendered a
complete defense verdict on behalf of ESPN and Disney.
■■ Colgate-Palmolive

Co. v. Procter & Gamble Co. – Lead trial
counsel for Procter & Gamble in successful defense of $80
million claim brought against P&G by competitor ColgatePalmolive in the Southern District of New York. The suit
stemmed from Colgate’s allegations that P&G’s advertising
for its highly successful at-home tooth-whitening products,
Crest Whitestrips and Crest Night Effects, were false under
the Federal Lanham Act. Following a three-week trial,
the jury wholly rejected Colgate’s claims and awarded no
damages, resulting in a complete victory for P&G.

■■ Houston

Light & Power v. Westinghouse – Lead trial counsel
for Westinghouse in a six-month trial involving a multibillion-dollar claim. A group of utilities sued for breach of
contract and fraud involving corroding steam generating
equipment supplied to the largest nuclear power plant in
the U.S. More than a dozen lawsuits and arbitrations of this
kind were filed against Westinghouse in the U.S. and
Europe, and Mr. Quinn successfully resolved every one of
them.

■■ Buffalo Broadcasting v. American Society of Composers, Authors

and Publishers – As lead Class Counsel for Buffalo
Broadcasting and 600 other television stations nationwide in
this antitrust class action concerning blanket licensing, Mr.
Quinn led a three-month bench trial after which the Court
held that so-called “blanket” licensing of music performing
rights was an impermissible restraint on trade. While the case
was later reversed on other grounds, this landmark ruling led
to a complete reconstruction of music licensing rights in
television and radio industries across the United States.

■■ In

■■ EchoStar,

Inc. v. ESPN, Inc., et al. – Lead trial counsel in a
multiweek jury trial in New York State Supreme Court
representing defendants ESPN, Inc. and related Walt Disney
companies. Plaintiff EchoStar sought over $130 million in
damages for alleged contract breaches relating to rights to
ESPN and Disney’s high-definition television networks.
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One of just a few individuals to
be featured twice by The National
Law Journal as one of its top 10
trial lawyers nationwide in its
annual feature “Winning:
Successful Strategies From 10
of the Nation’s Top Litigators.”
■
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In 2013, Mr. Quinn was named the winner of the prestigious
Chambers USA “Award for Excellence” in the area of “Litigation: Business
Trial Lawyer”; he was shortlisted for this award from 2009 – 2012.
■■ North American

Soccer League v. NFL – As lead trial counsel
for the North American Soccer League and its teams in this
suit against the NFL, Mr. Quinn successfully attacked an
NFL regulation prohibiting NFL team owners from owning
other professional sports teams. After an eight-week trial
and an appeal to the Second Circuit, Mr. Quinn established
the law that allows professional sports owners today to
participate in the cross-ownership of major league teams.

Selected Arbitration Experience
■■ Arthur Anderson

Worldwide Member Firms – Represented
the Arthur Andersen Worldwide Member Firms in the
largest International Chamber of Commerce arbitration in
history, which involved nearly 300 parties and almost $15
billion in claims.

■■ Eventim

LLP v. Live Nation, Inc. – Lead trial counsel
for claimant Eventim seeking nearly a billion dollars in
damages for breach of contract and breach of the covenant
of good faith and fair dealing in connection with a longterm licensing agreement involving Eventim’s world
renowned ticketing system. The claims were litigated before
a single arbitrator from the International Chamber of
Commerce in Paris.

■■ Furnas

SA v. Westinghouse – Lead trial counsel for
Westinghouse in an international arbitration brought by a
Brazilian utility asserting a multi-billion dollar claim against
Westinghouse before a panel of three arbitrators in the
International Chamber of Commerce in Paris. After
extensive evidentiary hearings and voluminous submissions
by both sides over several years, the panel dismissed all
claims against Westinghouse and instead awarded
Westinghouse millions of dollars in costs and expenses
related to the arbitration.

Selected Experience as Arbitrator
■■ Selected

as arbitrator in a $50 million dispute between a U.S.
utility and an Australian supplier of uranium for the
now-closed San Onofre Nuclear Plant, which involved a
breach of contract of a supply agreement.
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■■ Served

as arbitrator in an ICC arbitration involving a
dispute between Mexichem UK Limited (United Kingdom)
and Ineos Holdings Limited (United Kingdom).

■■ Served

as Chair in a Singapore ICC seat arbitration in a
dispute between a Korean company (Korea Institute of
Ocean Science and Technology) and a Swiss company
(Geoquip Marine AG).

Mediations and Trials
Mr. Quinn has participated in hundreds of settlements over
his career, both before and after trial, more recently often
through successful mediation. He is available to act as a
mediator, but also as an active jury trial participant or
consultant, having picked dozens of juries over the years.
Having tried and won most difficult cases in state and federal
venues around the country, Mr. Quinn has a unique sense of
what works and what doesn’t, both in settlements and trials.

Professional Awards, Memberships,
and Recognition
■■ American

College of Trial Lawyers – Fellow

■■ International Academy
■■ International
■■ The

of Trial Lawyers – Fellow

Society of Barristers – Member

New York City Bar Foundation – Fellow

■■ Chambers

USA – Litigation: Business Trial Lawyer Award
for Excellence (2013)

■■ Chambers

USA – Recognized for Commercial Litigation
(2005 – 2016), Leading Trial Lawyers (2010 – 2016),
Sports Law (2010 – 2016)

■■ Chambers

Global – Recognized for Leading Trial Lawyers
(2004, 2009 – 2016)

■■ Legal

500 – Recognized for Leading Trial Lawyers
(2011 – 2016), Commercial Litigation (2014 – 2016),
Antitrust (2013 – 2016)

■■ Sports

Business Journal – Elite Power Player (2016)
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